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Inventory No: WEY.281    

Historic Name: Fogg Building 

Common Name:

Address:
4 Columbian St
100-110 Pleasant St 

City/Town: Weymouth 

Village/Neighborhood: South Weymouth 

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s): Beal, John Williams 

Architectural Style(s): Romanesque Revival 

Use(s):
Apartment House; Business Office; Library; Meeting Hall; 
Speciality store; Theater 

Significance: Architecture; Commerce; Education; Recreation 

Area(s): WEY.A: Columbian Square

Designation(s): Nat'l Register Individual Property (3/10/1983) 

Building Materials(s): 

Roof: Asphalt Shingle; Copper
Wall: Granite; Ashlar Random Laid; Sandstone; Brick; 
Limestone
Foundation: Granite; Ashlar Random Laid; Sandstone 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 
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220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 
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M A S S A C H U S E T T S H I S T O R I C A L C O M M I S S I O N 
Office of the Secre ta ry , State House, Bos ton 

in r e la t ion to nearest c r o s s s treets and 
other bu i ld ings . Indicate north. 

In A r e a no. F o r m no. 

( A 

Town Weymouth 

ddress C o l u m b i a n S q u a r e 

ame B u i l d i n g 

P re sen t use C o m m e n d a l / A p a r t m e n t s 

P re sen t owner 

D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Date 18BR 

Source Weymouth G a z e t t e 

Style R i c h a r d s o n i a n Romanesque 

Architect J ' w « B e a l s 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f ab r i c l i m e s t o n e 

Outbui ldings (describe) 

Other features 

none 

See M l i f S r U g r 

A l t e r e d i n t e r i o r 

Moved 

Date 

Date 

5. L o t s i z e : 

One a c r e or l e ss Over one acre 

A p p r o x i m a t e frontage 65* 

A p p r o x i m a t e distance of bu i ld ing f r o m street 

2 c r 

6. Recorded by g b a r n n H a s s a n ! - C l a r k e 

Organ iza t ion Weymouth H i s t o r i c a l C o j 

Date 1 / 1 5 / 7 9 

( 



7. O r i g i n a l owner (if known) John S. Fogg - T r u s t e e o f Fogg B u i l d i n g 

O r i g i n a l use p ^ g g a H o u s e c o m m a g c l a ] s h o p s 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates ana r tmen t s 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

A b o r i g i n a l 
A g r i c u l t u r a l 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l . XX 
The A r t s 
C o m m e r c e 
Communica t ion 
Communi ty development XX 

Conserva t ion 
Educat ion 
E x p l o r a t i o n / 

settlement 
Industry 
M i l i t a r y 
P o l i t i c a l 

Rec rea t i on 
R e l i g i o n 
S c i e n c e / 

invention 
S o c i a l / 

humani tar ian 
Transpor ta t ion 

XX 

9. H i s t o r i c a l s ignif icance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

10. B i b l i o g r a p h y and /or references (such as l o c a l h i s to r i e s , deeds, a s s e s s o r ' s r e c o r d s , 
ea r ly maps, e tc . ) 
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The Fogg B u i l d i n g 

Date: 1888 
S t y l e : R i c h a r d s o n Romanesque 
A r c h i t e c t : J . W. B e a l s 
The Fogg B u i l d i n g i s i n t e r e s t i n g as the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n by a 
l i t t l e known l o c a l a r c h i t e c t o f the work of H.H. R i c h a r d s o n . 
That t h i s s t y l e was s e l e c t e d i s n o t e s p e c i a l l y s u r p r i s i n g as 
the b u i l d i n g was i n t e n d e d f o r b o t h p u b l i c and commercial use. 
Only the l a t e s t s t y l e and b e s t m a t e r i a l s was the i n s i s t e n c e 
o f John Fogg who f i n a n c e d t h e b u i l d i n g . I n b o t h i t s g e n e r a l 
massing and d e t a i l s the b u i l d i n g i s v e r y c l o s e t o the Town H&T1 
i n N o r t h E a s t o n , M a s s a c h u s e t t s . A l t h o u g h the Weymouth s i t e i s 
p e r f e c t l y f l a t , t h e b u i l d i n g dominates Columbian Square. 

In g e n e r a l i t i s a s i n g l e , l a r g e b l o c k o f two o r t h r e e s t o r i e s 
s h e l t e r e d under a g r e a t t h r e e - s t o r y h i p r o o f . I t s main features-
i s a t a l l o c t a g o n a l tower a t the j u n c t i o n o f the two main f a 
c a d e s . Because o f s t r u c t u r a l weakness the dome o f t h e tower 
was removed i n 1926. A l t h o u g h the n o r t h and west f a c a d e s a r e 
p a r t i a l l y h i d d e n by a d j o i n i n g b u i l d i n g s , t h e i r d e t a i l i n g i s o f 
the same s t y l e as the f r o n t s . The f u n c t i o n a l c o n c e p t o r i g i n a l l y 
c a l l e d f o r a h a l l f o r p u b l i c use on t h e second f l o o r and shops 
and banks on t h e f i r s t t o h e l p d e f r a y t h e maintenance c o s t o f 
the b u i l d i n g . The H a l l has been c o n v e r t e d t o apartments 
the ground f l o o r has been a l t e r e d t o accomodate commercial e n t e -
p r i s e s . 

The o r i g i n a l p l a n p r o v i d e d f o r t h r e e s t o r e s on t h e s o u t h s i d e 
and two banks f a c i n g the square on the e a s t . The second f l o o r 
p r o v i d e d a H a l l , 75' x 65', a s t a g e 35' w i d e , d r e s s i n g rooms 
and r e t i r i n g rooms f o r the p u b l i c . Above was a b a l c o n y . 

T h e f i r s t f l o o r i s c o n s t r u c t e d o f g r a y g r a n i t e w i t h r e d j l i m e S t o n e 
bands and t r i m . The t h r e e shop f r o n t s a r e composed o f g r e a t 
a r c h e s e a ch s p a n n i n g t h e w i d t h o f a shop. These a r e now b u r i e d 
b e h i n d a d d i t i o n s and a l t e r a t i o n s t o the b u i l d i n g . The Square 
f r o n t f a c i n g Columbian s t r e e t i s unchanged w i t h l a r g e banks 
o f windows and the e l a b o r a t e e n t r a n c e t o an I n s u r a n c e agency 
on the f i r s t f l o o r and apartments above. Over the a r c h on the 
f r o n t a r e t h e name p l a t e s and d a t e i n r e d l i m e s t o n e . Above i s 
a t r i p l e c o l o n e t t e d window. The n o r t h s i d e f e a t u r e s a massive 
f i r e p l a c e and chimney. 
Above the f i r s t f l o o r the w a l l a r e r e d b r i c k w i t h r e d l i m e s t o n e 
t r i m . The dormers a r e F r e n c h i n g e n e r a l f e e l i n g and composed of 
r e d l i m e s t o n e . The l a r g e s t has rounded c o r n e r s r e s t i n g on c a r 
ved c o r b e l s w i t h heavy f i n i a l s above and s m a l l s a s h topped by 
a p a t t e r n e d stonework, a s t e e p l y p i t c h e d r o o f and a f l o r a l f i n i a l 
The c o r n i c e o f the e n t i r e b u i l d i n g c o n s i s t s o f a wide band of 
heavy, r o u g h l y c u t s t o n e . Above the o r i g i n a l r o o f was o f s t a t e 
but i s now a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s and f e a t u r e s a copper h i p and 
r i d g e c r e s t i n g o f c r o c k e t s . 

( 



The o c t a g o n a l tower t a p e r s up from a massive base broken o n l y 
by s m a l l o p e n i n g s . The rough stonework here has v e r y c a r e f u l l y 
c u t edges a t the c o r n e r s o f the w a l l s so as t o p r e s e r v e the 
p l a n e o f each w a l l as d i s t i n c t from the n e x t . The second l e v e l 
has l a r g e r windows i n r e c t a n g u l a r o p e n i n g s . The t h i r d have 
a r c h e d o p e n i n g s . The f o u r t h f l o o r c o n s i s t s e n t i r e l y o f l a r g e 
a r c h e s s e t on s h o r t columns - t h e o p e n i n g f i l l e d by s m a l l paned 
s a s h . Above i s a d i a p e r p a t t e r n e d stone band and above the c o r n 
i c e o f massive l i m e s t o n e b l o c k s . The r o o f , now f l a t was o r i g i 
n a l l y helmet shaped, t h a t t r u l y s e t o f f the tower and domina
t e d t h e b u i l d i n g and e n t i r e s i t e . 
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