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Inventory No: WEY.142    

Historic Name: Washington School 

Common Name: Washington School Professional Building 

Address: 8 School St 

City/Town: Weymouth 

Village/Neighborhood: East Weymouth 

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s): Woodcock, Shepard S. 

Architectural Style(s): Queen Anne; Shingle Style 

Use(s): Abandoned or Vacant; Business Office; Public School 

Significance: Architecture; Education 

Area(s): WEY.C: Jackson Square

Designation(s): Nat'l Register Individual Property (6/5/1986) 

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood Clapboard; Wood Shingle
Foundation: Granite 
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 
f% / i \j j 

Weymouth 
8 School Street 

Washington School 

ent use Education 

sent owner Town of Weymouth 

cription: 
1887 

Weymouth To\m Report-1887 

Queen irrne 

Architect S.S.Woodcack 
Exterior wall fabric Giaphoard-sMnglc 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features s e e attached 

Altered^ 

Moved 
Date 

Date 

Lot size-. 

One acre or less _____ Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 70' 

X 

Approximate distance of building from street 
80* 

Recorded by Sharon Cassajii-CTarke 

QrganizationWaymoutl) H i s t o r i c a l Coram* 

Date March 10,1978 

3714-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use 

•Town of Wemoutl 

Education 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The s i x room Washington School was b u i l t i n 1887 and remains today as 
an educational f a c i l i t y f o r primary grades. Designed by S.S.Woodcock of Boston,this 
two-story b u i l d i n g r e f l e c t s the Queer-Anne style popular at that time.(see attached 
for architectual d e t a i l s ) The land upon which the school stands has been the s i t e 
of a Weymouth school since 1839«At that time the land was purchased from Stephen 
French and two smaller buildings were erected. In 1886 these were deemed unsuit­
able and the larger Washington School was constructed. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Tlie Weymouth Gazette, September 9»1887 
' T i t l e and Deed search 



The Washington S c h o o l 

Date 18*1 

S t y l e : Queen Anne 

The Washington School i s t y p i c a l of much of the Queen Anne "'ork t W 
t h a t flowered i n Weymouth d u r i n g the era of in t ense growth t h a t 

corresponded t o t h i s s t y l i s t i c p e r i o d . As a medium-s ized , wood 

schoolhouse from t h i s p e r i o d i t i s r a t h e r r a r e . 

The b a s i c p l a n , f i r e r e t a r d i n g s t r u c t u r a l concept , and d e t a i l i n g are a l l 
s i m i l a r to those of the s l i g h t l y e a r l i e r J e f f e r s o n S c h o o l . In the r e a r 

are two c lassrooms w i t h t e a c h e r s ' rooms, s t a i r s , f a c i l i t i e s , and 

entrances i n the f r o n t . The p l a n d i f f e r s from the J e f f e r s o n i n t h a t 

a t h i r d c l a s sroom was added at the f r o n t c e n t e r to produce a s tubby 

"T" p l a n . 

The f o u n d a t i o n i s cut g r a n i t e . The f i r s t f l o o r i s sheathed i n clapboards. 
The second f l o o r has a f l a r e d s k i r t i n g of f i s h s c a l e s h i n g l e s below the 

window s i l l s and c lapboards above . The main r o o f i s s t e e p l y h i p p e d . 

The f r o n t wing i s topped by a gable w i t h two dormers of e l a b o r a t e l y 

shaped s h i n g l e s . A l l sash except the s m a l l e r ones are s i x - o v e r - s i x . 

The porches are set i n t o the i n s i d e ang les of the "T" w i t h t y p i c a l 

Queen Anne, turned pos t s s u p p o r t i n g h a l f - s u n b u r s t b r a c k e t s under a band 

of s p i n d l e s . 

The main d e c o r a t i v e f e a t u r e * of the b u i l d i n g i s the face of the f r o n t $ 

w ing . Above the f l a r e d s k i t t m g and r i s i n g i n t o the nerkm-headed 

gable i s a g r o s s l y s t y l i z e d P a l l a d i a n window composed of s h i n g l e s , 

c l a p b o a r d s anftd g l a s s . At the second f l o o r l e v e l are three windows, 

one l a r g e one i n the c o n f e r s epara ted from a smaller one on each s i d e by 

panels of f i s h s c a l e s h i n g l e s . In the gable above these panels and 

c e n t e r window i s another pane l of c l a p b o a r d s , the upper c o r n e r s f i l l e d 

by q u a r t e r - s u n b u r s t s . Above t h i s i s a s e m i - c i r c u l a r window w i t h s t r a i g h t 

m u l l i o n s topped by an o v e r s i x e d keys tone . S u r r o u n d i n g t h i s S c o m p o s i t i o n 
are a l t e r n a t i n g rows o f p l a i n and t r u n c a t e d , t r i a n g u l a r s h i n g l e s . The 



whole i s a c o n c e n t r a t i o n of shingle&work which, i n i t s o r i g i n a l 
c o l o r a t i o n , must have been v e r y impressive and q u i t e remarkable. 



D A T E : J/^'&i . ^ ^ T T £ X ^ D A T E R E V I E W D U E : " 

P R O P E R T Y : l/0orfh*>«Pfk?>^ Sc^Le^l . » 
S T A F F I N C H A R G E O F M E V I E W : 

A C T I O N : A G E N C Y : 

Does t h i s p r o p e r t y meet t h e NR c r i t e r i a ? 

O p i n i o n : (^YesJ No More i n f o r m a t i o n 
C r i t e r i a : A B D 

L e v e l : L o c a l S t a t e N a t i o n a l 

Statement o f S i g n i f i c a n c e by j ^ > ^ X ^ < ^ 
( s t a f f ) 

I n f o r m a t i o n r e q u i r e d t o form o p i n i o n : 

I S ^ U t ^ ^ ^*teo Stifa^ 

R e s u l t : 
Agreed E l i g i b l e : Date: 
DOE by SOI: Date 
Determined Not E l i g i b l e : Date: 

September 1982 



D E P A R T M E N T O F P U B L I C S A F E T Y 

DIVISION O F I N S P E C T I O N 

C A S E ffi R A C K Ap A R T, J^_0 NO^^* / ^ / ' / ^ 
B U I L D I N G 

Washington S c h o o l P A. R 
S T O R I E S ~ OC O , 

C . T Y O R T O W N Weymouth _ S T R E E T S c h o o l S t . 
T O B E U S E D F O R SCHOOl C L A S S ' 
O W N E R Town o f Weymouth 
A R C H I T E C T Ray G . P a r k e r 
C E R T I F I C A T E A P P R O V A L - S P E C I F I C A T I O N R E Q U I R E M E N T S - R E F E R R E D 

8 A A 9 
I N S P E C T O R N e a l P . B o y l e 

F O R M B U . I C M - 4 - 4 6 - 2 3 4 0 4 


