
 

Minutes of the Board of Licensing Commissioners for their meeting held on Tuesday, February 21, 

2023, at the Weymouth Town Hall, Chambers located at 75 Middle Street, Weymouth, MA  

 

Attendance: Voting Member (present): Chairperson Kathleen Deree; Daniel McCormack, Director 

of Public Health; Jeffrey E. Richards, Director of Municipal Licenses & Inspections, Clerk; Fire 

Chief Keith Stark; Police Chief Richard Fuller  

 

Non-voting: Licensing Officer Edward Chase; Town Solicitor Richard McLeod and Marsha 

Geronaitis, Paralegal 

 

Chairperson Deree called the meeting to order at 2 PM.  

 

APPROVALS 

 

• Minutes:  January 24, 2023 

 

Mr. Richards made a MOTION to approve the minutes of January 24, 2023.   Chief Stark 

seconded the motion and it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

• One-Day Wine & Malt Permit:  Immaculate Conception Parish, 1203 Commercial St.  

 

Mr. Richards made a MOTION to approve the One-Day Wine & Malt Permit for the Catholic 

Weymouth Knights of Columbus for a March 4, 2023 Saint Patrick’s Day dinner from 5 PM – 10 

PM.  Chief Stark seconded the motion and it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

• One-Day Wine & Malt Permit:  Weymouth Club, 75 Finnell Dr. (Tennis Tournament) 

 

Mr. Richards made a MOTION to approve the One-Day Wine & Malt Permit for a tennis 

tournament to be held at the Weymouth Club on March 25, 2023 from 7 PM – 11:30 PM.  Chief 

Stark seconded the motion and it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

APPLICATION OF VITAMIN SEA BREWING LLC FOR A CHANGE OF BENEFICIAL 

INTEREST ON THEIR FARMER BREWERY LICENSE AT 30 MOORE RD. 

 

Mr. Richard DiBona, Manager of Vitamin Sea Brewing LLC, was present.  He informed the Board 

that the change was documented with State and there are no issues. 

 

No one spoke from the public. 

 

Mr. Richards made a MOTION to approve the change of beneficial interest as per application.  

Chief Stark seconded the motion and it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

APPLICATION OF GHUMAN ENTERPRISES INC D/B/A 7-ELEVEN 37411B FOR A 

WINE & MALT PACKAGE STORE LICENSE AT 11 SEA ST. 

 

Mr. Shahid Ghuman, President of Ghuman Enterprise Inc. was present.   
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Mr. Richards stated there is one license available per the Census figures and the Board is looking 

where it would be beneficial for the Town of Weymouth.  The Board has scheduled two hearings 

by separate applicants; starting with Mr. Ghuman (7-Eleven), he currently has liquor licenses with 

the City of Brockton:  Sha Inc. (recently granted) and Menall Inc. (granted in 2019).  The City of 

Brockton reported no violations or concerns.  Mr. Ghuman stated the Brockton locations are 

similar to his Weymouth location, an operation in a residential neighborhood.  He has been in good 

standing with the city and the ABCC for many years.  He provided information on his security 

systems in place in the Weymouth store, noting that they would have a scanning ID verification 

machine and if the ID is non-compliant the transaction would not go forward. 

 

Mr. Richards said that there was a record of a tobacco violation in Brockton.  

 

Mr. Ghuman acknowledged the incident from Belmont Street store and that it was a warning for a 

sale of tobacco. 

 

Mr. McCormack asked for a confirmation that the tobacco sale occurred at one of his two package 

stores in Brockton. 

 

Mr. Ghuman confirmed that a warning was issued. 

 

Mr. Ghuman reviewed his application stating that it included a petition signed by many neighbors 

agreeing of the need for the package store license. 

 

Mr. Richards asked how the signatures were gathered. 

 

Mr. Ghuman replied that there was a pad on the table near the doorway. 

 

Mr. Richards stated a letter of non-support was submitted by the North Weymouth Civic 

Association signed by Geoff Potter, President, noting there are three retail locations serving the 

area along with restaurants along the Route 3A corridor.   

 

Mr. Ghuman replied that the Sea Street are was not included as the businesses exist on Bridge 

Street. 

 

Mr. Richards said the existing location of 7-Eleven is within 100 feet of a church as well as a pre-

school.   

 

Mr. Richards opened the public hearing for comment.   

 

Mr. Bernie Gillan, 7 Pearl Street, spoke, asking if the petitioners were signing in relation to the 

location.  He does not see anyone in the area as to having trouble buying alcohol as it’s within the 

vicinity.  He also noted a beer and wine store within proximity of the Beal’s Park is not ideal. 

 

Ms. Susan Thompson, 17 Athens Street, also spoke, noting that there are two full liquor stores and 

originally a beer and wine and the old Pizza Plus.  There is no need for an additional one,  
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especially, where there is a pre-school and daycare within the neighboring area. 

 

Mr. McCormack reviewed the P.O.S. system for modern compliance checks of tobacco. DOR and 

FDA have conducted checks at the store as well.  In the compliance operation 2019 the sale of 

tobacco to a minor did not happen as the clerk asked for the ID.  He added the clerk is required to 

ask for an ID in order for the ID machine to be utilized for verification.  Also, warning was issued 

in 2022 during FDA check. 

 

Mr. Ghuman stated the warnings occurred during Covid and the store was struggling and short-

staffed.  He was working many hours.  The seized tobacco products were illegal cigars that the 

wholesaler stocked.  This was the wholesaler’s responsibility for maintain regulations; the other 

250 items were found to comply. 

 

Mr. Richards reviewed the application, asking for the hours of sales, as the store was currently 

operating as 6 AM – 11 PM. 

 

Mr. Ghuman confirmed that the hours would be the same as the store.   

 

Mr. Ghuman said that the new security system would monitor inside and exterior of site to mitigate 

potential problems.   

 

Mr. Richards asked Mr. Ghuman for a summary prior to the closure of the hearing. 

 

Mr. Ghuman stated his application would benefit the Town as he has an interest in Weymouth as a 

resident with a family with kids.  He said having the package store license would give him a 

competitive edge to his existing business.  He seeks to be a one-stop shop.  He offered to 

contribute to beneficial community programs.  

 

Mr. Richards made a MOTION to table the application before the Board.  Chief Stark seconded 

and it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

APPLICATION OF HUNGRY LYONS LLC D/B/A HUNGRY LYONS MARKET & DELI 

FOR A WINE & MALT PACKAGE STORE LICENSE AT 39 TROTTER RD.  

 

Mr. Christopher and Mrs. Cynthia. Lyons were present with Attorney Lesly Hawkins.   

 

Mr. Richards opened the public hearing and said the Hungry Lyons has been in operation and he 

he’s familiar with the location as he drives by the location a few times a week.   He asked for them 

to explain their mission.  

 

Attorney Hawkins introduced herself as an attorney from a law firm in Boston at International 

Place.  She stated that the Lyons have been licensed since May of 2022 at 39 Trotter Road.  They 

are not a franchisee; it is a location family-owned market and deli.  The additional amenity would 

provide a one-stop shop.  A Section 15 license is different from existing package stores in the area.  

The mixed-use building houses 237 residential units.  They would be accommodating the  
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population increase due to the Census data.  There are multiple parking spots for the retail 

business.  They currently have the hours as 7 AM – 7 PM and would like to update those to 10 PM 

if the license is granted.  The site is not a residentially zoned area like the other applicant.  No kegs 

or tobacco will be sold.  The public need will be met as the located on the specific site of Route 18 

and also the entrance way to Union Point residences.  There is no potential within to increase the 

traffic.  Security system is in place and it would be managed by TIPS trained individuals.  The 

Hungry Lyons are not a multi-state competitor like 7-Eleven.  The Lyons live in Weymouth and 

plan on operating a grocery style operation and understand the privilege of having a liquor license.   

 

Mr. Richards reviewed the liquor license application criteria of the Licensing Board, stating the 

license would be granted based on the public convenience and what is in the best interest of the 

Town.  District 6 Town Councilor Jon Abbott submitted a letter of support.  A list of customer’s 

signatures of support was provided by the Hungry Lyons.  No KENO would be allowed.  He noted 

that the Weymouth Food Mart is within the proximity of the store on the same side of Rt 18. 

Clientele would be from Union Point as well. The Lyons are a group of hard-working individuals.   

 

Mr. Lyons stated that they will be pairing with customers on their side of the street.  He has 

experience in the industry as he managed Blanchard’s in Boston and is TIPS certified as well as 

Cindy.  They are looking into technology for ID verification.  

 

Mr. Richards reviewed the allotted parking and the coolers for the proposal would need 

departmental review.  He said they know their needs based on the existing business and its future.  

The current hours of 7 AM – 7 PM would remain and a review may be scheduled in six months 

should there be a need for an increase.  

 

Chief Fuller asked for the commitment for the operation to not have tobacco or lottery. 

 

Mr. Lyons confirmed. 

 

Mr. McCormack reviewed the scanning of IDs and intel.  He reminded that IDs have to be 

requested to be scanned for compliance and questions are to be asked.  He asked for a guarantee 

that they will purchase a system. 

 

Mr. Lyons mentioned that the level of fakes is incredible.  The clerk’s knowledge of IDs out there 

is valuable, i.e., the feel of the ID and by visually reviewing such.  In addition to questions and 

body language is important as well.  Mr. Lyons confirmed that they will purchase an ID scanning 

system.  

 

Mrs. Lyons passionately stated this is their livelihood; they reside in Weymouth and have four 

girls.  They wholeheartedly request the approval as this has been their dream.  They are invested.  

Otto Pizza will be in moving in; barbershop and dog business as well in Union Point—the location 

is thriving. 

  

Mr. Richards made a MOTION to take the previous item off the table.  Chief Stark seconded and 

the MOTION was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 
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Mr. Richards stated a process was determined on what to do through the Mayor and the Board of 

Licensing Commissioners and legal team.  This has been a long time coming with ideas originally 

incorporated into a RFP/Q for the best interest of the Town.  Criteria guidelines were determined 

as the Licensing Board did not want to take away from the other businesses within.  Covid is 

remembered as affecting all over a two-year timeframe.   

 

Mr. Richards said that five or six businesses/parties were interested originally and two applicants 

applying within the deadline.  The legal team reviewed each based on the criteria and background 

checks were performed.  The applicant’s character and location needs were reviewed.  Sea Street is 

within a close proximity to a park, daycare/school and church.  The criteria consider a list a 100-

foot setback.  They both have years of business experience with the sale of alcohol.  Mr. Lyons, as 

a manager of Blanchard’s Package Store and Mr. Ghuman as a general manager of 7-Eleven with a 

lot of flow.  7-Eleven did have a compliance issue with the sale of tobacco by the FDA.  Beer and 

wine is a difference term of understanding.  7-Eleven is in a location within the proximity of 

Bridge Street and well-serviced corridor.  The Trotter Road business is located off of busy Rt. 18 

and next to the CVS parking lot.  Mr. Bob Luongo, Planning Director, is in favor of this site and it 

was determined that 7-Eleven was not needed.  Police, Fire and Health departments also favored.  

The best interest of the Town by way of a vote would be made. 

 

Solicitor McLeod advised the Board that there are two actions to take: make a motion favorable 

today or to table decision for another date. 

 

Mr. Richards made a MOTION to take items off the table.  Chief Stark seconded and it was 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

Mr. Richards, based on the standpoint and review for the best interest and needs, made a MOTION 

to approve the Wine & Malt Package Store of Hungry Lyons, LLC at 39 Trotter Road, as the 

recipient of the license.  Chief Stark seconded the motion and it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

Chairperson Deree confirmed the vote as 5-0, UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

Mrs. Lyons stated that they will be applying for a bank pledge of the license in the near future.  

She thanked the Board for their collaboration.  

 

APPLICATION OF ELDANTE ENTERPRISES LLC D/B/A DANTE’S PIZZA & SUBS FOR 

A CHANGE OF D/B/A NAME ON THEIR COMMON VICTUALLER LICENSE AT 478 

COLUMBIAN ST.  

 

Mr. Richards stated an application was received by Eldante Enterprises, LLC for a change of d/b/a 

business name on their Common Victualler License from Zack’s Pizza & Subs to Dante’s Pizza & 

Subs at 478 Columbian St.  He made a MOTION of approval.  Chief Stark seconded the motion 

and it was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED.  

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
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• Next Meeting:  

 

Mr. Richards made a MOTION to schedule the next meeting for Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at  

2 PM.  Chief Stark seconded and the motion was UNANIMOUSLY VOTED 

 

NEW/OLD BUSINESS 

 

None reported. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Richards made a MOTION to adjourn at 3:02 PM.  Chief Stark seconded the motion and it was 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Lisa VanWinkle 

Recording Secretary 

 

Approved:       Date: 

 

 

Jeffrey E. Richards, CBO, Clerk   


