
 1 

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

Mary McElroy Room, McCulloch Building 

181 Green Street 

August 10, 2017, Thursday 

 

Present:    Patrick O’Connor, President 

    Michael Smart, Vice President 

    Robert Conlon, Councilor  

Kenneth DiFazio, Councilor 

Rebecca Haugh, Councilor 

Thomas J. Lacey, Councilor 

Arthur Mathews, Councilor 

Brian McDonald, Councilor 

Michael Molisse, Councilor 

 

Absent:   Jane Hackett, Councilor 

Ed Harrington, Councilor     

        

Also Present:   Joseph Callanan, Town Solicitor 

    Owen MacDonald, Traffic Engineer 

    Lee Hultin, Assistant Town Clerk 

    

Recording Secretary:   Mary Barker 

 

President O’Connor called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. After the Pledge of 

Allegiance, Assistant Town Clerk Lee Hultin called the roll, with two members absent. 

President O’Connor reported that Councilors Hackett and Harrington were unavailable 

due to prior commitments. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Councilor Conlon announced Great Esker Park Day to be held at Great Esker Park on 

Saturday August 12, 2017 from 12:30-4:30 PM. There will be food, activities, music, etc. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Budget/Management Committee Meeting Minutes of May 3, 2017 

A MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to approve the minutes of the May 3, 

2017 Budget/Management Committee meeting and was seconded by Councilor Mathews. 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

Budget/Management Committee Meeting Minutes of May 8, 2017 

A MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to approve the minutes of the May 8, 

2017 Budget/Management Committee meeting and was seconded by Councilor Mathews. 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 
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Budget/Management Committee Meeting Minutes of May 10, 2017 

A MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to approve the minutes of the May 10, 

2017 Budget/Management Committee meeting and was seconded by Councilor Mathews. 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

Budget/Management Committee Meeting Minutes of June 26, 2017 

A MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to approve the minutes of the June 26, 

2017 Budget/Management Committee meeting and was seconded by Councilor Mathews. 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

Special Town Council Meeting Minutes of June 26, 2017 

A MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to approve the minutes of the June 26, 

2017 Special Town Council meeting and was seconded by Councilor Mathews. 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

Budget/Management Committee Meeting Minutes of May 22, 2017 

A MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to approve the minutes of the May 22, 

2017 Budget/Management Committee meeting and was seconded by Councilor Mathews. 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

Annual Town Meeting Minutes of May 22, 2017 

A MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to approve the minutes of the May 22, 

2017 Annual Town Meeting and was seconded by Councilor Mathews. 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

17 094-Land Taking Easements-Pingree School Vicinity-Commercial Street, 

Cottage Street School Driveway 

A MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to open the public hearing on measure 17 

094 and was seconded by Councilor Mathews. Abutters were notified on July 31, 2017 

and by Certified Letter from the Planning Department. UNANIMOUSLY VOTED.  

 

Owen MacDonald presented the measure and reviewed some of the slides from the 

powerpoint presentation.  President O’Connor asked that he highlight the history of the 

public outreach, existing issues and the scope of the project in particular.  

 

Mr. MacDonald provided the power point presentation:  

 

 History of Public Outreach 

 September 2012- Assessment request submitted to MassDOT  

 May 2013-Infrastructure Assessment and Field Visit 

 Preliminary concepts shared with Town and Engineering staff/follow up 

meetings and field visits 

 December 2016- Field visit to review 25/75% design plans 

 Project Team 
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 MassDOT District 6 

 Consultant Engineering Firm 

 MassDOT Highway Division 

 Federal Highway Administration 

 Project Area- Pingree School 

 Pingree School Driveway 

 Commercial Street 

 Cottage Street 

 Existing Issues 

 High traffic volumes during parent drop off/pick up hours 

 Wide curb-to-curb roadway width and large turning radii 

o High vehicle speeds 

o Limited sight distance 

o Long crosswalk 

 Non-compliant wheelchair ramps 

 School zone flashers are out of date or not functioning effectively 

 Project Goals 

 Intersection Safety 

 Deficient Pedestrian Accommodation 

 Non-compliant school zone flashers 

 Project Scope  

 Construct roadway bump outs 

 Reconstruct existing sidewalks 

 New accessible wheelchair ramps and crosswalks 

 New pavement markings and signage 

 New flashing school zone warning beacons 

 New MUTCD complaint school zone flashers 

 Construction Plans 

 Affect on Traffic 

 Next Steps- by Consultant 

 Review and respond to public comments received 

 Prepare next design submission package for MassDOT review 

 

Council President O’Connor asked if there were any comments from the public, to which 

there was no response.  

 

A MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to close the public hearing on measure 

17 094 and was seconded by Councilor Mathews. UNANIMOUSLY VOTED.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

17 093-Ballot Question Regarding Whether to Ban Commercial Marijuana in the 

Town of Weymouth 

This matter was referred to the Committee on June 19, 2017. The committee met on 
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June 26, 2017 to deliberate the matter. No action was taken pending the action taken in 

the Massachusetts Legislature. Solicitor Callanan reported that since the measure was 

submitted by the administration, the legislature has taken action. Essentially, if a town 

rejected the legalization of recreational marijuana ballot question, it can ban commercial 

use in the town, by a submittal from the administration to the legislative body. Since it 

was defeated in Weymouth it will not need to go before the public on the ballot and it 

means this measure is no longer valid. Solicitor Callanan recommends they take no 

action, and send a note to the administration explaining this action and requesting a 

continued conversation on the future of recreational use in the town. 

 

A Motion was made by Vice President Smart to take no action on measure 17 093 and 

was seconded by Councilor Mathews. VOTED. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR, TOWN OFFICERS 

AND TOWN BOARDS 

 

17 096- Safety Zone (20 Mile Per Hour Speed Limit) on a Portion of Wessagusset 

Road 

Owen MacDonald requested on behalf of the Mayor that the Town of Weymouth, 

through the Town Council, pursuant to GL Chapter 40, §22, and Chapter 90, §18B, and 

the Town of Weymouth Code of Ordinances, Section 13-104(a), authorize the placement 

of markings and signs regulating motor vehicle movement as follows: 

 

Safety Zone, Speed Limit 20 Miles per Hour 

Street Location 

Wessaguesset Road Between Massasoit Road and a point 245 feet northeast 

of North Street 

 

And cause the above restriction to be listed in the Town of Weymouth Code of 

Ordinances, Chapter 13, Regulations Affecting Motor Vehicles Attachment 1 – Appendix 

A under new headings, Schedule V, Safety Zones.  

 

A MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to refer measure 17 096 to the Ordinance 

Committee and was seconded by Councilor Mathews. UNANIMOUSLY VOTED.  

  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

 

Budget/Management Committee-Chairman Michael Molisse 

Councilor reported that the Committee met on to deliberate the following measures: 

 

17 094-Land Taking Easements-Pingree School Vicinity-Commercial Street, 

Cottage Street School Driveway 

This matter was referred to the Committee on June 26, 2017. The Committee met on 

August 10, 2017 and voted to forward to the full Town Council with a recommendation 

for favorable action. A public hearing was held on August 10, 2107. 
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On behalf of the Committee, a motion was made by Councilor Molisse to approve 

measure 17 094; that the Town of Weymouth, through Town Council, pursuant to M.G.L. 

chapter 40, Section 14, and the Town of Weymouth Code of Ordinances, Section 2-206, 

authorize to transfer property and accept gifts, and authorize and approve the acquisition 

of construction easements in support of the Pingree School Safe Routes Project by the 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation, as indicated in Exhibit A. 

 

The Motion was seconded by Vice President Smart. UNANIMOUSLY VOTED.  

 

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Committee-Chairman Thomas J. Lacey 

 

Raise Awareness of Opioid Epidemic 

Councilor Lacey reported that they were approached by a group of advocates to bring 

attention to the problem of the opioid epidemic that is crippling this town and the nation. 

The group representing Fallen Angels provided heart-wrenching testimony on the loss of 

their children, and the lack of resources available to addicts and their families. He was 

impressed with their candor, courage and advocacy. With Paul Williams from the 

administration, and Greg Davis from Fallon Ambulance Service, they discussed the 

upcoming vigil to be held Thursday, August 31, 2017 at Brad Hawes Park from 6:30-8:00 

PM. They asked the committee’s and Council’s assistance in getting the word out about 

the vigil and for help with awareness and education in what the disease entails. A 

partnership around awareness and advocacy was formed with the group. He announced 

the Vigil will be held on International Opioid Awareness Day in partnership with the 

Fallen Angels Committee to promote understanding and invited the Council and the 

general public to come and show support. Councilor McDonald reported that it was a 

very emotional meeting. He proposed the following resolution:  

 

Resolution in Support of House Bill 975- “Stephen’s Law” –Relative to the 

Distribution of Fentanyl that Results in Death- Councilor-at-Large Brian McDonald  

Action Requested under 2-9(b) 

 

Councilor McDonald ask for support for House Bill 975, An Act to Enact “Stephen’s 

Law” relative to the distribution of fentanyl that results in death by the following 

Resolution:   

 

“WHEREAS; it is estimated that 91.8 million people in America use some form of 

opioids, prescribed or not, and where 11.5 million Americans misuse opioids and where 

1.9 million Americans are addicted to opioids; and  

 

WHEREAS; the opioid crisis last year claimed an estimated 58,000 people’s lives; more 

than gun violence, homicide and auto accidents combined; and  

 

WHEREAS; most of these deaths are attributed to the addition of fentanyl, which has 

been directly tied to the unprecedented increase in deaths of our sons and daughters, 

brothers, sisters, moms and dads; and 
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WHEREAS; many, if not most, of these deaths could be avoided without this deadly and 

toxic heroin/fentanyl mix; and  

 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOVED: The Weymouth Town Council hereby requests our state 

Legislative delegation to support House Bill 975, which would impose a murder charge 

on drug pushers who can be directly tied to the death of an individual in which fentanyl 

has been added to the drug heroin. And where if convicted the defendant would face a 

minimum of 20 years and a maximum of 25 years in prison and a $25,000 fine.  

 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED; The Weymouth Town Council also requests the Mayor  

join in this effort to begin the dialogue and wage the war on this insidious epidemic with 

a punishment which can be a significant deterrent to those who seek profit over lives, 

greed over compassion, and murder to the most vulnerable among us…those who suffer 

from the scourge of addiction.  

 

The war on opioids must be waged with greater education, a de-escalating of opioid 

prescriptions from where this crisis arouse, and through a much stiffer sentencing of 

those drug pushers who prey on our neighbors, families and loved ones.”     

 

Council President O’Connor reported that he was with the families at the State House 

when this bill was proposed at the state level and fully supported it.  

  

A motion was made by Vice President Smart to consider the item under 2-9(b) Same 

Night Action and was seconded by Councilor Mathews.  

 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

A Motion was made by Vice President Smart to approve the resolution as read by 

Councilor McDonald and was seconded by Councilor Mathews.  

 

UNANIMOUSLY VOTED.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next regular meeting of the Town Council has been scheduled for Tuesday, 

September 5, 2017, due to the Labor Day holiday. At 6:24 PM; there being no further 

business, a MOTION was made by Vice President Smart to adjourn the meeting and was 

seconded by Councilor Mathews. UNANIMOUSLY VOTED. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

Respectfully Submitted by Mary Barker as Recording Secretary. 
 

 

 

Approved by Councilor Patrick O’Connor as President of the Town Council 

Voted unanimously on 5 September 2017 


