
PLANNING  DEPARTMENT REVIEW 

OF THE PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE 

CHANGES BY STARWOOD CAPITAL 



DISCUSSION OUTLINE 

A. Zoning 

B. Land Use and Building Permits 

C. Reuse and Master Plan 

D. Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) 

E. M.G.L. Chapter 40B Affordable Housing Law 

F. Public Ways  

 

 



ZONING: BYLAWS AND MAP 

 The existing zoning bylaws and zoning map are 

incorporated in the new legislation. 

 The bylaws would be scrubbed of any reference to 

the Reuse and Master Plan. 

 “Major changes” and “minor changes” would be 

redefined. 

 Only map changes and use changes would remain 

with the towns. However, each town would act for its 

jurisdiction only. 

 All other zoning amendments would be controlled by 

South Shore Tri-Town Development Corp. (SSTTDC).

  

 



CURRENT MINOR CHANGE LANGUAGE 



NEW AMENDMENT AUTHORITY 

 SSTTDC would gain amendment authority for a 

number of criteria: 

 Parking ratios and standards 

 Dimensional requirements and setbacks 

 Height limitations 

 Form-based codes 

 Water resource protection standards 



CHANGES IN PROCEDURES 



NEW DEDICATED COMMERCIAL ZONE  

 A dedicated, 30-acre commercial zone to meet the 

minimum commercial development goal is 

proposed by zoning designation. 

 It should be outside zoning, potentially under a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 

 Stronger language and a performance guarantee 

are suggested.  



ZONING MAP 



REUSE AND MASTER PLAN 

 See proposed legislation Section 14(b). 

 Several commitments remain in place. 

 Other items are removed: 

 Phasing 

 Number of bedrooms per unit type 

 Number of single family units 

 400 units of housing for persons 55 years and over 

 Sports facility 

 



MEPA 

 There would be a required Notice of Project 

Change. 

 Considerations would include off-site mitigation, 

a trigger point, and timing. 



M.G.L. CHAPTER 40B AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING LAW 

 See proposed legislation Section 32.  

 It should hold the Town harmless – units and 

land area should not be counted for Weymouth. 

 Affordable Housing vs. Workforce Housing 



PUBLIC WAYS 

 See proposed legislation Section 19(c): 

 Each town shall accept as a public way… 

provided the [SSTTDC Board of Directors] has 

approved the layout and construction of such 

way…. 

 Weymouth must accept all ways approved by 

SSTTDC as public ways. 


